
 

July 9, 2017 
Pastor Matt Schmid 

Written in Stone Sermon Series 
Part 2 

No Idols 
 

Getting Started: Did you have an ‘idol’ growing up. I had a poster of Scott Baio hidden in my high 
school agenda. Share with the group one of your idols growing up.  
[Distribute a pen or pencil and a small piece of paper to each group member] 
Read Exodus 20:4-6 
Idolatry is not a trivial infatuation. It is: an extreme reverence or admiration for something or someone. 
For a believer it is essentially misplaced worship. 
An idol is something we get OUR IDENTITY from or is something where if we LOST it our lives would 
feel like they are OVER. It’s not a sin problem; it’s a WORSHIP problem. 
Ask each group member to consider for a moment ‘idols’ they may have or had – social media, work, 
children, volunteerism, money… Have them write them down on a piece of paper and hand them to 
the facilitator to read. Does anyone have any observations or comments at this point? 
Read Exodus 32:1-8 
Pastor Matt suggests that being LEFT ALONE for a ‘long’ time and their need to SEE something 
caused this instance of idolatry by the Israelites. Perhaps various group members can relate and 
would be willing to share a personal experience. Perhaps others may have additional suggestions as 
to what may have contributed to their misplaced devotion. 
Take a moment to discuss subtle counterfeit objects of worship like helping at church or fitness? 
These look really good on the surface but can be the small idols that remain hidden for some time in 
our lives. 
To live a life of worshipping well one must: 
Worship the CREATOR not the CREATED. 
Worship by WAITING through HARD TIMES. 
Worship in POSITIVE community. 
Worship in a WORD-based manner. 
Read Romans 1:20-25 
Reread Verse 25 and move to a time of prayer for one another. That God would search each one’s 
heart (Psalm 139:23-24) and lead each one to confess and be free of any idol that has displaced God 
from the ‘throne’ of their lives. 
 
Digging Deeper: Once free of an idol in our lives we must practice right worship. How might we 
cultivate a worshipful heart on a daily basis? 
 


